
GRAMMAR I –THEORETICAL QUESTIONS  
(to be used in class or to create tests and quizzes) 

 

1 
 

GENDER IN LANGUAGE 

1. Outline the four major ways that English has to specify gender contrast 

a. Different nouns, -ess suffix, ‘male’ or ‘female’ modifier, -man or –woman 

suffix 

2. Does –ess always have female reference? Yes 

3. Does –er and –or always have male reference? No 

4. Which form do we use if we don-t know the gender of the referent? 

5. Why are male terms preferred over female terms? 

a. They are referred to more frequently, and are used to refer to two genders 

6. What has been done so far to avoid masculine bias? 

a. Suffix –person has been used 

7. Give me examples of neutral person pronouns 

a. Somebody, everyone, you, they, who 

8. What are the strategies to avoid gender bias? 

a. Use of coordinated pronouns (‘he or she, his/her’), use of plural (‘not 

everybody owns their house), or use of plurals throughout 

9. When can we choose either neuter or personal reference? 

a. With babies and pets 

10. When is ‘she’ conventionally used as a form of personification? 

a. With ships and States 

PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES 

11. What is the difference between derivational and inflectional suffixes? 

12. What are the most frequent prefixes and their meanings? 

13. What are the most frequent suffixes and their meanings? 

14. Whose meaning is the most specific – prefixes or suffixes? 

15. Which are the most frequent noun suffixes? 

a. –tion, -ity, -ness, -ism, -ment 

ARTICLES 

1. What form of the indefinite article do we use before a word starting for silent ‘h’? 

2. What is the function of the definite article? 

3. What is a co-referential noun phrase? 

4. Give me examples of ‘a’ used with non-specific reference 

a. ‘I need a friend’ 

5. For which categories of nouns zero article is used? 

a. Meals, institutions, times of the day, transports 

6. Can you give me some examples of countries that do require the article? 

a. The Crimea, the Congo, the Sudan, the Ruhr 

7. Are nouns denoting unique objects countable or uncountable? Neither 

8. Can you give some examples of nominating function of the indefinite article? 

a. She gave me a sigarette 

9. When does the idea of ‘oneness’ of the indefinite article becomes salient? 

a. With numbers and measures (‘a hundred’) 

b. With negative ‘not’ (‘not a word’) 

c. In set phrases (‘at a glance’) 

10. Does the structure X + prep/coordinator + Y require article or zero article? 

a. Zero article (‘from time to time’, ‘from start to finish’)  

11. What is block language? 

12. In terms of information distribution, what is the difference between the sentences 

‘I bought a book yesterday’ and ‘I bought the book yesterday’? Where is the New 

and Given information in each example? 
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a. In the first sentence ‘a book’ is New information and so receives stress 

13. How does Russian supply to the absence of articles to signal the centre of 

communication? 

a. It relies on word order 

14. How does Lithuanian supply to the absence of articles to signal the centre of 

communication? 

15. Define the aspective function 

a. Combination of uncountable noun and indeterminate article (‘a burning 

anger rose’) 

16. What is the restrictive function of the article with uncountable nouns? 

a. Example ‘I did not wish to betray the anxiety I felt’ 

17. What is the difference between countable nouns used with zero article and with 

definite articles? 

a. In the first case they have nominating function, in the second 

individualizing function 

18. Do ‘things’ used in the sense of ‘circumstances’ or ‘events’ require the definite 

article or zero article? 

a. Zero article 

19. Tell me the difference between descriptive and limiting attributes 

20. Should attributes as such be regarded as reliable criteria for the use of articles? 

a. No, context always needs to be taken into account 

21. List adjectives that always or commonly serve as limiting attributes 

a. Proper, adjacent, alleged, opposite, previous, right, wrong, only, very, 

present 

22. Are ordinals usually descriptive attributes? No, they are limiting attributes 

23. Are cardinals usually limiting attributes? No, they are descriptive attributes 

24. What are non-defining clauses? Give a definition and some examples 

25. Is there a test to find out it a clause is non-defining? 

a. Yes, if you remove it and the sentence left can still stand on its own, then 

what you removed was a non-defining clause 

26. Are appositive clauses usually limiting or descriptive? They are usually limiting 

REFERENCE 

1. Give me an example of generic reference 

2. What is anaphoric reference? And cataphoric reference? 

3. What is exophoric (or situational) reference? 

4. What is homophoric reference? 

5. Give me an example of indirect anaphoric reference  

a. Our car broke. The engine had problems’ (‘engine’ refers back to ‘car’) 

6. What is more common in conversation – anaphoric or situational reference? 

a. Situational reference 

7. What is the most common type of reference in academic discourse? 

a. Cataphoric reference 

8. Are articles more common in conversation or in academic discourse? 

a. In academic discourse 

9. Which is distributed more unevenly across registers – the definite or the indefinite 

article? 

a. The definite article 

WORD CLASSES 

1. Which are the 4 lexical word classes? Nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs 

2. Are adjectives and adverbs as common as nouns and adjectives? No 
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3. In which register are adjectives more common? In NEWS and ACAD – not in 

CONV 

4. In which register are adverbs more common? In FICT and CONV 

ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS 

1. What is the difference between central and peripheral adjectives? 

a. Central adjectives can be inflected, take both attributive and predicative 

position. They are gradable and descriptive (colour, size, time) 

2. Give me some examples of adjectives used attributively and predicatively  

a. The pretty girl, the girl is pretty 

3. Is it possible to use afraid in attributive position? 

4. Which are more frequent in NEWS and ACAD – attributive or predicative 

adjectives? 

a. Attributive adjectives 

5. How are predicative vs attributive adjectives distributed in CONV? 

a. More evenly than in the other registers 

6. Adjectives with a- prefix are usually… predicative or attributive?  

a. Predicative (e.g. afraid, alive, aghast, alone) 

7. Outline the three processes to form adjectives 

a. Participial forms, derivational suffixes, compounding 

8. Are participial adjectives more common in attributive or predicative uses? 

a. They are more common in attributives uses 

9. In which register are derived adjectives more common? In ACAD 

10. What is the most productive suffix in ACAD? –al 

11. Give me examples of adjectival compounds (see p. 192 on LGSWE) 

12. In which register are they more common? NEWS 

13. And in which syntactic role? Attributive 

14. What is the alternative structure to adjectival compounds?  

a. Relative clauses (they are easier to produce) 

15. Give me examples of reduplicative compounds 

a. Holy-moly, easy-peasy… 

16. List all compounds you can think of, then categorise them in terms of structural 

pattern (e.g. eye-witness N+N, bigwig Adj+N, feedback V+particle… 

17. What is the most frequent pattern? N+N 

18. What are descriptors and what are their characteristics? 

19. What are classifiers and what are their characteristics? 

20. Give me some examples of relational/restrictive classifiers 

a. Following, next, left 

21. Give me some examples of affiliative classifiers 

a. Chinese, Irish, Nationalists 

22. Give me some examples of topical classifiers 

a. Social, environmental, chemical 

23. Is the distinction between descriptors and classifiers always neat? NO 

24. Why? because some adjectives can have both functions 

25. Are classifiers gradable, in general? No 

26. What is the difference in meaning when ‘poor’ is used attributively or 

predicatively? 

a. Predicative position = financial situation 

b. Attributive position = emotive meaning 

27. Can attributive adjective modify person pronouns? 

a. Yes, for instance ‘Lucky you!’ 

28. In which register are classifiers most frequent? ACAD 

29. What are the additional meanings of ‘funny’? 
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a. Strange, spoiled, noteworthy 

30. List all the syntactic roles adjectives can take 

a. Attributive 

b. Predicative 

c. Standalone 

d. Postposed modifier (‘everything possible’) 

e. Heads of NP (‘the rich’) 

f. Linking expressions (‘even more important,…’) 

g. Free modifiers (‘delicate and light-bodied, it is the ideal wine for…’) 

31. In which register is the combination of degree adverb and adjective more 

frequent? 

a. In CONV 

 

ADVERBS 

1. Which are the two main functions of adverbs? 

a. Adverbial and modifier 

2. Is it possible for the same adverb to function either as modifier or as adverbial? 

Yes 

3. Which are the four main morphological categories of adverbs? Give examples 

a. Simples (soon) 

b. Compound (anyway) 

c. Suffixation (quickly) 

d. Fixed phrases (of course) 

4. Which register has the highest frequency of simple adverbs? CONV 

5. Which register has the highest frequency of –ly adverbs? ACAD 

6. Is it ok to use adjectives as adverbs? (it feels good, it runs smooth) 

a. Yes, but only in informal conversation 

7. Is ‘real’ used as a modifying adverb more common in AE or in BE? In AE 

8. Do all adverbs modifying adjectives come before the adjectives? 

a. No: ‘ago’ and ‘enough’ follow the adjectives 

9. Is ‘right’ as a modifier more common in AE or in BE 

a. In AE 

10. Give me an example of an adverb as a postmodifier 

a. The example above 

11. What are the three main types of adverbials? 

a. Stance, circumstance, linking 

12. Is it possible for adverbs to stand alone? 

a. Yes, for instance ‘Definitely!’ 

 

COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES 

32. There are two ways to mark superlatives and comparatives. Which? 

a. Phrasal marking and inflectional marking 

33. Which are more frequent, superlatives or comparatives? Comparatives 

34. In ACAD, is inflectional or phrasal marking the more common? Why? 

a. Phrasal marking, as adjectives are usually long and formal 

35. Is it possible to double mark adjectives for degree? 

a. Yes, but only in CONV (e.g. ‘more easier’) 

36. What is the stance of prescriptive grammars with regard to adjectives with 

absolute, ungradable meanings (e.g. dead, alive…)? 
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a. They should not be made comparative or superlative 

37. But can they be marked in this way in natural language? 

a. Yes, often in CONV but sometimes even in ACAD (e.g. ‘the most unique’) 

38. Is it possible to use a form such as ‘oftener’?  

a. Yes, it is found in FICT. But it is very rare. 

39. What is the grammatical realization of complements of adjectives? 

a. Prepositional phrases (‘than me’) or clauses (‘he cooks better than I do’) 

40. List the six forms comparative constructions can take 

a. ‘less than, more than- 

b. ‘as…. as’ 

c. ‘so…. that’ 

d. ‘so… as to’ 

e. ‘too serious… to be…’ 

f. ‘strong enough to….’ 

41. Is it possible to leave out the degree complement? Yes 

 

 

 

 

 


