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PRACTICAL PART 
 

Here below are some extracts from students’ work, side-by-side with the original sources they are based 

on. For each example, state whether (a) it is an acceptable or unacceptable way of quoting/referencing, 

and (b) (if answer to (a) is ‘unacceptable’) circle the most appropriate descriptor for the kind of 

academic misconduct occurring in the example (3pt per answer) 

 

Original source Student’s work 

There is nothing particularly funny in the second 

stanza about the death of a father or a bullet on a 

stoop, especially if it is read as a reference to the 

suicide of Berryman's father. (Martz 1975: 45) 

Although, the second stanza cannot be described as 

funny in any case. 

 

Acceptable  YES NO 

 

(if NO):        copy-paste from source   insufficient paraphrasing  

 

theft of ideas/arguments   inaccurate referencing  

 

Original source Student’s work 

Word association norms are well known to be an 

important factor in psycholinguistic research, 

especially in the area of lexical retrieval. (Church 

and Hanks 1990: 23) 

Church and Hanks (1990: 23) stated that “word 

association norms are well known to be an 

important factor in psycholinguistic research, 

especially in the area of lexical retrieval”. 

 

Acceptable  YES NO 

 

(if NO):        copy-paste from source   insufficient paraphrasing  

 

theft of ideas/arguments   inaccurate referencing  

 

Original source Student’s work 

Ever since, he has been admired for his unsurpassed 

technical virtuosity and an ability to write poems in 

nearly every imaginable verse form (Agarwal 2003: 

42) 

From that moment he’s been always recognized for 

the ability to write poems in nearly every 

imaginable verse form 

 

Acceptable  YES NO 

 

(if NO):        copy-paste from source   insufficient paraphrasing  

 

theft of ideas/arguments   inaccurate referencing  

 

Original source Student’s work 

Processing and responding to one meaning of a 

homograph result in the inhibition of alternative 

meanings (Gorfein et. al 2000: 766) 

Another study, done by Gorfein et al. (2000) 

analyzed responses to homographs in a word 

association task and they found out that 

“processing and responding to one meaning of 

a homograph result in the inhibition of 

alternative meanings” thus creating a “primacy 

effect”. 
 

Acceptable  YES NO 

 

(if NO):        copy-paste from source   insufficient paraphrasing  
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theft of ideas/arguments   inaccurate referencing  

 

 

Original source Student’s work 

This has got to be among the best-known, most-

often-misunderstood poems on the planet.  Several 

generations of careless readers have turned it into a 

piece of Hallmark happy-graduation-son, seize-the-

future puffery.  

(http://englishgck.blogspot.com/2017/07/; author 

anonymous, 2017) 

Robert Frost’s poem “The road not taken” has 

always been seen as the best known but most-often-

misunderstood poems in the world. Numerous 

careless readers mistaken it as a very easy 

interpretation that “the road less travelled”. 

 

Acceptable  YES NO 

 

(if NO):        copy-paste from source   insufficient paraphrasing  

 

theft of ideas/arguments   inaccurate referencing  

 

Original source Student’s work 

Virginia Woolf (January 25, 1882 – March 28, 1941) 

was an English novelist and essayist regarded as one 

of the foremost modernist literary figures of the 

twentieth century. 

(https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/878392) 

Virginia Woolf (1878-1941) was an English 

novelist and essayist regarded as one of the 

foremost modernist literary figures of the twentieth 

century. 

 

Acceptable  YES NO 

 

(if NO):        copy-paste from source   insufficient paraphrasing  

 

theft of ideas/arguments   inaccurate referencing  

 

Original source Student’s work 

‘Euphemisms are powerful linguistic tools that "are 

embedded so deeply in our language that 

few of us, even those who pride themselves on being 

plainspoken, ever get through a day 

without using them," (Rawson, 1981:1)’ (Linfoot-

Ham, 2005: 228) 

Euphemisms are powerful linguistic tools that “are 

embedded so deeply in our language that few of us, 

even those who pride themselves on being 

plainspoken, ever get through a day without using 

them,” (Rawson 1981: 1). 

 

Acceptable  YES NO 

 

(if NO):        copy-paste from source   insufficient paraphrasing  

 

theft of ideas/arguments   inaccurate referencing  

 

Student’s work 

Freud was the first to propose the idea that laughter can a release of tension, which is build up within a 

human body and when it has no further use of it is released in a form of laugher. 

 

Acceptable  YES NO 

 

(if NO):        copy-paste from source   insufficient paraphrasing  

 

theft of ideas/arguments   inaccurate referencing  

___/48 

http://englishgck.blogspot.com/2017/07/
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/878392
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THEORETICAL PART 

Do you agree with these statements? Circle the correct answer (adapted from the ‘Turnitin’ 

plagiarism quiz: https://www.turnitin.com/static/plagiarism-quiz/). 2pt per answer. 

Is plagiarism bad, and if so, how bad that is? 

A. Plagiarism is a minor offense 

B. Plagiarism is always wrong because it is theft and fraud 

C. Plagiarism is cheating, but sometimes it is acceptable 

D. There is nothing wrong with plagiarism 

Which of the following is an example of plagiarism? (more than one answer is possible) 

A. Changing a few words of a paragraph someone else wrote 

B. Borrowing an existing idea and presenting it as a new idea 

C. Providing the full source for a quotation 

D. Putting inverted commas “” around someone else’s discourse without citing them 

E. Translating others’ written work without citation 

F. None of the above 

It is acceptable to copy-and-paste a sentence written by someone else into your paper and just 

add quotation marks around it 

TRUE     FALSE 

If you forget to cite a source in your paper, that is still plagiarism 

 

TRUE     FALSE 

Plagiarism is a concern only in education 

TRUE     FALSE 

When plagiarism goes unnoticed and harms no-one, then it becomes ethically acceptable 

TRUE     FALSE 

Which of the following requires proper citation? (more than one answer is possible) 

A. When I include my own ideas that are unique to the paper I am writing 

B. When I refer to my own papers that I have previously written 

C. When I use the teacher’s notes/slides, also from another course/host university 

D. When using information from crowd-sourced sources, like Wikipedia, because they are in the 

public domain 

E. When using information that is considered common knowledge (e.g. most of the Earth’s 

surface is water, Shakespeare wrote Hamlet…) 

F. None of the above 

 

 

https://www.turnitin.com/static/plagiarism-quiz/
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To paraphrase properly, you need to  

A. Change a few words (e.g. using synonyms), delete some 

B. Put quotation marks around the text and cite it 

C. Use only the idea from the text without citing the author 

D. Summarize the text in your own words and structures, and cite the source 

Reference and citation is more or less the same thing, it just depends on the field of study 

TRUE     FALSE 

Say you found two papers about the same research: Paper A is the original finding; Paper B is 

an analysis that references Paper A. You use a section of the analysis from Paper B. Which 

paper do you cite? 

A. Paper A 

B. Paper B 

C. Both 

Which of the following is NOT a true purpose for citation? (more than one answer possible) 

A. Citation recognizes the author you are referencing 

B. Citation allows to distribute money for royalties 

C. Citation makes you appear erudite and gain higher grades 

D. Citation allows your readers to confirm that you aren’t just “making stuff up” 

For a class assignment that students are to complete individually, Student A and Student B 

decide to collaborate. Student A compiles research notes while Student B identifies the main 

findings. Both write their own original research papers, and neither cite the other’s work. Is 

this: 

A. Unethical collaboration 

B. Acceptable collaboration, if both students agree with each other 

C. Acceptable collaboration in all circumstances  

D. Plagiarism 

E. Both unethical collaboration and plagiarism 

Which of the following are realistic consequences of plagiarism (worldwide)? 

A. Ruined reputation 

B. Being suspended or expelled from school 

C. Losing money or job 

D. Being sued or having to face jail time 

E. Only A and B 

F. Only A, B and C 

G. All of the above (A, B, C, D) 

       ___/57 

      TOT___/105 


